Disparities in Care

1. 1980’s only 15% of people lacked health insurance; in 1991, 35% did (Lieberman)

2. Approximately 25% of AAs and 33% of Hispanics are uninsured, compared to 15% of Caucasians (Lieberman)

3. Latina women have the lowest level of healthcare coverage

4. No coverage means less care: pap smears, mammograms etc (Lieberman has stats)

5. Prenatal care:  1988—7% of nonpoor had trouble getting prenatal care; 20% of poor had trouble

6. First trimester care:  only 58% of poor received, vs. 87% of nonpoor

7. Neonatal deaths:  1.16% AAs, .58 of Hispanics, .48 for Caucasian.

8. Clinic hours may not meet needs of working poor

9. AAs have had disproportionately more health problems since the days of slavery (Byrd and Clayton in Winbush).  Higher prevalence rates for Cancer, diabetes, heart disease, stroke.

10. Distressingly high numbers of:  infant and maternal mortality; pregnancy among unmarried teens; impoverished living conditions of children; homicide among young AA males, chemical dependency and AIDS.

11. Pregnancy rate among teens for non-whites is twice that of whites. Pregnant AA teens are younger than white pregnant teens (WInbush)

12. AAs more likely to be born into poverty than in 1980.  (also, to have single mothers or unemployed parents, to be unemployed as teens, to lack early prental care and not to go to college.)
13. Homicide:  leading cause of death for AA young men and women; for AA male, 15-24 the leading cause of death of homicide. 

14. In 32 Appalachian counties in Kentucky, the infant mortality rate is 50% higher than the national average (1980s, Harper Appalachian article)
